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Transcription of original handwritten notes prepared for commemorative book of the service 
to dedicate the Memorial Chapel, Royal Military College Sandhurst 2nd May 1937. It is 
assumed that the original is the work of Reverend T.W. Heale who was Chaplain at the time. 
There are also frequent pencilled comments by Major-General B.D. Fisher who was 
Commandant. Where appropriate I have included some of these comments. I have also 
attempted to reproduce the handwritten fonts used on the title page. 
 
Most of this transcript was discarded for the final publication, not surprisingly, as it goes into 
great detail; but is a valuable historic record of the transition from the 1879 Chapel to the 
Chapel we enjoy today, and records the names of practically everyone who took part, 
regardless of rank or status. 
 
 
Peter Franklin 
Assistant Verger, Royal Memorial Chapel 
October 2013 
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Figure 1 Title page from original papers 
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Figure 2 Example of Rev'd Heale's original handwritten notes 
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CHRIST CHURCH 

The Chapel 
of the 

Royal Military College 
 

 

“Lest we forget” 
 

 
Dedicated on 2nd May 1937 
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The Dedication 
of 

The Chapel 
of 

The Royal Military College 
 

A Memorial 
 

to the 4,300 Sandhurst Cadets (pencilled note next to this ‘Verify?’) 
who died for their country 

 
Any profits from the sale of this book 
will be given to the Memorial Fund 
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Foreword 
 
The plan for enlarging and decorating the Chapel at Sandhurst as the War Memorial of the College, 
was originated by Major-General Sir Lionel Stopford, then Commandant, in 1917. 
 
Twenty years later, on 2nd May 1937, the task was completed, when His Grace the Archbishop of 
Canterbury pronounced the dedication. 
 
The completion of such a task which, since its inception, had called forth so much loving thought, 
care and labour, was an occasion which no one connected with the College is likely to forget. It was 
made even more memorable by the presence of Their Majesties The King & Queen, and Her Majesty 
Queen Mary. 
 
It has been suggested that many of those present at Sandhurst for the Dedication Service and the 
subsequent parade, as well as those who were unable to attend, might appreciate a short record of the 
events of that day, and it is for that purpose that this small memento has been published. 
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I History of The Chapel 
NOTE: Original Heading in the draft was ‘CHRISTCHURCH’ which was crossed out with ‘Delete’ written next to it. 
Unfortunately this is used instead of ‘Christ Church’ in the final publication. 
 
“By and by their children’s children builded temples where the spirits of their ancestors might dwell” 
 
These words form part of one of the inscriptions in the Memorial Chapel, and no words could more 
aptly describe what that Chapel is. Before the war it became apparent that the existing Chapel was far 
too small for the greatly increased size of the College, and the form of its enlargement, then regarded 
as necessary and a fair charge upon public funds, was considered, but no definite steps were taken. 
The coming of the war made the hope of its realization still more remote. 
 
During the war, however, the possible forms that that the College Memorial might take inevitably 
came up, and, as it had been a tradition of many years’ standing that the names of past Cadets who fell 
on active service should be inscribed on the walls of the Chapel, and as it was obvious that the 
existing wall space would be wholly inadequate, the scheme of enlarging the Chapel and erecting a 
war memorial became merged in one. Appointed temporarily to the staff of the College during the war 
was an officer who was also Fellow of The Royal Institute of British Architects, Captain A.C. Martin. 
From him came the suggestion of placing the enlarged building across the original Chapel, which 
would then be the centre of the whole structure. 
 
The question of orientation presented no difficulty, as it was merely a change from South East to 
North East. Captain Martin’s plans were submitted to a newly formed Memorial Committee, were 
promptly accepted by them, and the approval of The Army Council obtained. Captain Martin’s plans 
were subsequently exhibited in The Royal Academy. 
 
It soon became apparent that no public funds would be available, as had been hoped, to meet the cost 
of the structure. The work was accordingly commenced with the money already in the possession of 
the Memorial Fund, which had been in existence on a modest scale for several years, and was carried 
on as funds became available. This rather extravagant method was, perforce, adopted because of the 
generous response to an initial appeal for funds, and because of the promise of many gifts and private 
memorials. The donors were quite naturally unwilling to wait an indefinite period for the erection of 
the memorial. 
 
Major-General Sir Lionel Stopford, then Commandant of the College, to whose interest and 
enthusiasm the whole scheme owes its origin, caused the foundations to be laid in 1917, and in the 
same year. H.W. Blackburne returned to the College, of which he had been Chaplain in the early part 
of 1914. General Stopford was succeeded by Major-General Sir R.B. Stephens, who also evinced the 
keenest interest in the work that had been undertaken, and gave to the Chaplain every assistance and 
encouragement. For it is with the name of Harry Blackburne that the Chapel will for all time be 
associated. The Chapel was his child, and he gave to the completion of the scheme of the building and 
decoration all his tireless energy, enthusiasm and administrative genius – as is appropriately carved on 
the Chaplain’s stall “He loved this place”. 
 
In May 1921, the new east end was opened by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and in the same year 
nearly £6,000 was raised by means of a huge fete, organized and run by Blackburne. The following 
year a further £3,000 was raised by the same means, and in 1924 approximately £1,000 was raised by 
a military tournament, and there were other, if less ambitious, schemes, which all helped to raise the 
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sorely needed funds. By this time the central portion had been constructed according to the general 
scheme, and the organ renovated and moved to a new position. Up to the time when Harry Blackburne 
retired, £54,000 (roughly £1.5m in 2013 terms) had been collected and expended on the Chapel, and a 
balance of £2,000 was available for the future after every debt had been paid. This sum gradually 
accumulated until, in 1933, when a fresh effort to complete the structure was made, the balance to 
hand was £3,500. By means of an appeal to the public, raised by Sir Reginald May, The Commandant 
of the College, by entertainment and by other endeavours, the sum was raised to £6,000. Finally, a 
most generous and most welcome grant of £10,000 was made from public funds to enable the Chapel 
to be completed. 
 
The work was begun in July 1936, and on 2nd May 1937, the completed Chapel was dedicated by His 
Grace The Archbishop of Canterbury in the presence of Their Majesties The King and Queen, who 
were accompanied by Queen Mary and the Princess Royal. 
 
Thus, at last, the ideal of the College worshipping as a whole can be realized. 
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II Arrival of the Royal Party 
 Sunday 2nd May 1937 dawned bright and clear. On such a perfect summer’s day, the grounds of the 
Royal Military College looked their best. At 10.30 am., the Guard of Honour, under the command of 
Senior Under Officer A. J. C. Stanton (No 1 Coy) was drawn up in front of the Grand Entrance of the 
Old Buildings. The King’s Colour was carried by J.O. O.J. Scott. The King’s Walk was lined by “B” 
Coy 5th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment T.A. under the command of Major J.H. Ritchie-Dickson 
M.C. 
 
Major-General B.D. Fisher, the Commandant, and Mrs Fisher waited at the head of the King’s Walk. 
At 10.35 am., the Rt. Hon. A. Duff-Cooper (Secretary of State for War) and Lady Diana Duff-Cooper, 
and Field Marshal Sir Cyril Deverell (Chief of the Imperial General Staff) and Lady Deverell arrived 
and were greeted by the Commandant. 
 
At 10.50 am. the Royal Party, which had motored from Windsor, reached the head of the King’s 
Walk. His Majesty The King was accompanied by Her Majesty The Queen, Her Majesty Queen 
Mary, The Princess Royal, the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, the Earl of Harewood and the Earl of 
Athlone. 
 
His Majesty The King was received with the Royal Salute, followed by the National Anthem. He then 
proceeded to inspect the Guard of Honour, being accompanied by the Commandant and the Adjutant, 
Captain A.J. Hanning, Grenadier Guards, and preceded by the Commandant’s Orderlies, Cpl W.G.C. 
Butler and Cpl N.H. Cuthbertson. After the inspection, the Royal Party proceeded through the Grand 
Entrance and the Old Buildings to the South-East door of the Chapel. 
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III The Dedication Service 
 
By 10.30 am. on Sunday 2nd May, the sixty four officers on the staff of the College and some 400 
cadets were seated in the Chapel. The many distinguished guests, Colonels of Regiments and other 
officers representing nearly every Regiment of the British Service and Indian Army, increased the 
congregation to some 3,000 people. Of these, only 1,300 could be accommodated in the Chapel, 
whilst the remainder were seated in enclosures in the Square, and the service was relayed from the 
Chapel. 
 
At 11 am., conducted by Major-General B.D. Fisher, their Majesties The King and Queen and the 
Royal Party, entered the Chapel, whilst the hundred cadets forming the Guard of Honour joined the 
congregation in the square. 
 
The Officiating clergy were:- 
 

The Most Reverend & Right Honourable Cosmo Gordon Lang DD DCL LLD 
 Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 

The Reverend E H Thorold CB CBE DD Chaplain General, Chaplain to the King 
The Very Reverend H.W. Blackburne DSO MC Dean of Bristol. Former Chaplain RMC 

The Reverend T.W. Heale OBE MA CF Chaplain RMC 
 

The following clergy also attended the service:- 
 

Rev’d J Lynn BA DD Dep Chaplain General 
Rev’d E.A. Fitch OBE ACH Aldershot Command 

Rev’d P.M. Brumwell MC ACG Western Command 
Rev’d E Mathias SCF (UB) 
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IV The Presentations 
 
After the Dedication Service, the following persons had the honour of being presented to their 
Majesties by Major-General B.D. Fisher:- 
 
The Most Reverend the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 
The Rev. E.H. Thorold CB CBE MA DD KHC, Chaplain-General to the Forces 
The Right Rev. E.B. Woods, Bishop of Croydon; Bishop designate of Lichfield 
The Very Rev. H.W. Blackburne DSO MC Dean of Bristol 
The Rev. J. Lynn BA DD KHC Deputy Chaplain General 
The Rev. E.A. Fitch OBE KHC Assistant Chaplain-General, Aldershot Command 
The Rev. P.M. Brumwell MC (M) Assistant Chaplain-General Western Command 
The Rev. E. Mathias, SCF, United Board 
The Rev. T.W. Heale OBE MA Chaplain, Royal Military College Sandhurst 
 
Captain A.C. Martin FRIBA   Architect (Late Captain RE) 
Lieut. Colonel W.W. Dove   Contractor (Commanding 33rd AA Bn RE (TA)) 
Mr E.A. Maymon    Foreman to Messrs Dove Bros 
Mr G Righelato     Foreman to Anselm Odling (Marble) 
Mr F Voight     Foreman to Bianco’s (South African Chapel) 
Mr S Barrett     Foreman to Hampton’s (Woodwork) 
      Including King George V’s Door 
Mr L.S. Stokes     Foreman Bricklayer (Dove Bros) 
Mr J. Blythe     Carpenter (Dove Bros) 
Mr J.S. Spyer FRCO    RMC Chapel Organist for 25 years 

(This entry crossed out, maybe seen as too much information)(Lieutenant Hampshire 
Regt.. 1915 Suvla Bay, Attd. South Wales Borderers Salonika 1916-18) 

Mr A Cotton     RMC Chapel Verger 
      (Late Serjeant, Royal Berkshire Regt.) 
Mr R.A. Farthing    Carver of RMC Chapel Memorials for 15 years 
Mrs Ussher     Secretary to the Memorial Fund 
      (Widow of Captain Beverley Ussher, Leinster Regt.) 
Mrs Trowbridge    Cleaner at the Chapel for 30 years 
      (Widow of Pte Trowbridge RAMC) 
Major K.C. Davidson MC   Hon Secretary RMC Memorial Committee 
The Gordon Highlanders 
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Whilst the Battalion was moving to the Parade Ground, His Majesty The King inspected two hundred 
members of the Camberley Branch of the British Legion, and fifty members of the women’s section, 
one hundred members of the Sandhurst Branch and other local organisations, all of whom had been 
drawn up facing the east end of the Chapel. 
 
Their Majesties then visited the stables before returning to the Chapel to examine the interior more 
closely. Of particular interest to His Majesty was the new West Door, the College’s memorial to King 
George V. 
 
From the Chapel, the Royal Party drove to the Old Building Parade Ground. 
 
 
At this point, although not listed as part of the draft document, Rev. Heale included the text of the Archbishop’s sermon. The 
text is written in a different hand, and is unclear in places. It is included here to complement the record. 
 

 
The Archbishop’s Sermon 

 
 
The Archbishop took his text from Ecclesiasticus XLIV v 14 which had been read in the special 
lesson for the day: 
 
‘...Their bodies are buried in peace, but their name liveth for evermore...’ 
 
Today, we are still in confusion, strife, perplexity and restlessness which are the legacy after terrible 
convulsion, but from those things they are far removed. They might be witnesses and, in ways they 
cannot tell, keep them in their endeavours to finish the work for which they died. Their name lives for 
evermore most surely (unclear) in the hearts of those who loved them, but lives also in this beautiful 
church which is in itself, in every part a shrine of hallowed memories. 
 
The whole church is a noble memorial, and I cannot but refrain from saying how pleased I am to have 
with us a chaplain1

 

, now Dean of Bristol, who with undaunted zeal, raised the greater part of the 
money which makes this memorial possible. It has been a very high privilege to him to dedicate this 
place to God. Here, assuredly, for all time, their name liveth. Could we then, by equal assurance that 
their names are still living – as they ought to be, in their remembrance of their fellow countrymen? 
Were there not signs that their memory was fading? If that were true, there could (unclear) be many 
reasons. It could at least be understood that a whole generation has arisen which could scarcely 
remember that great and awful time. Men who had survived said little about it – they shrank from 
speaking of their experiences to those who could not even imagine them – and sometimes shrank from 
recalling it to themselves. It might be that the increasing speed and distraction of the present day 
makes it difficult to keep memories fresh. To that must be added the bitter disillusionment of their 
high hopes that were then aroused of their coming into (unclear) a better world. Of one thing there 
could be no doubt, there was then in their midst a strong tide of service and self-sacrifice which had 
lifted the nation to a higher level than had ever before been reached. 

                                                
1 Refers to The Very Reverend H.W. Blackburne D.S.O., M.C 
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Cecil Spring-Rice wrote; ‘ I vow to thee my country...’, in these latter days there are people to whom 
such words seem almost irksome. If so, the fault is in them, not in the words, for they express the 
spirit, which, in those years, has given a new nobility to the British race. It is almost well that the 
completion of this Chapel should have been delayed for twenty years, so that after this lapse of time, 
in spite of the disillusionment and cynicism, we can only again register our resolve that these men 
shall not be forgotten. God forbid that any should desire such another dire catastrophe that the same 
spirit should be stirred again. What we need is to find other ways in which that spirit may keep up the 
level of our common life. 
 
Some might apply that spirit in various ways, but others to the task of securing for the mass of the 
people larger opportunities of the full and satisfying life which surely God willed for his people. He 
could show them a more excellent way – the way of loyalty to the Kingdom of God; truth, goodness, 
brotherhood, justice and peace. It is only the coming of that kingdom in their hearts that could bring 
peace among the nations, and among their own people, breaking (unclear) down the barrier of selfish 
intent and opening up the way to a fuller life. 
 
The Coronation2

  

 is a noble reminder of the fact that all their varied loyalties to their country are united 
and strengthened by their loyalty to the person of their King. 

                                                
2 King George VI was in the congregation. His coronation was on May 12th, 10 days after this service. 
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At the head of Section III the Commandant wrote 
 
“What about the other College private subscribers etc? I don’t like this”. Later there is an inserted note 
from the Commandant, which reads: 
 
“I have made one or two suggestions on the draft. In addition, I suggest that in Part III of the 
Dedication Service some mention should be made of congregation other than Cols of Regiments. 
 
For instance, many of the principal subscribers were present, two officers of The Australian Army 
representing.... [indecipherable]. RMC Officers’ wives were mostly present. It was possible to arrange 
accommodation for some of the normal congregation. Some of the workmen asked if they could 
possibly attend the service, this was arranged, they were in the top gallery. 
 
Details like this would bring in a more human touch and add to the interest I think. 
 
Enclosures – There was a children’s enclosure. 
 
40 orphans from the Hawley Orphanage were present in an enclosure on the west side of the Chapel 
on the way to the stables. Her Majesty the Queen went over and talked to them, again – the human 
touch.” 
 
Unfortunately the Commandant’s writing is not the perfect penmanship of the Rev. Heale, so not all is 
decipherable! 
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V The Parade 
 
As soon as the Dedication Service was completed, the Battalion marched by companies to the Old 
Building Parade Ground. Here it was drawn up in line under command of the Adjutant, Captain A.S. 
Henning. The Champion Company at Arms, No 5 Company, (Major G.M. Davy) was on the right of 
the line. 
 
In the meantime, the officers and Staff Sergeants were marshalling the 4,000 spectators to their seats 
facing the Parade Ground, whilst the general public, estimated at 15,000, thronged the grounds. 
(Commandant underlined text at this point and made the comment “Jounalese”) 
 
His Majesty The King was received with the Royal Salute and the Band of The Royal Military 
College played the National Anthem. Accompanied by His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester, 
and the Commandant, His Majesty then inspected the Battalion in line. 
 
After the inspection, the Battalion marched past in column of half companies in slow time, returning 
in close column of half companies in quick time. 
 
Whilst the Battalion reformed line, General R. Martin, Commandant of St Cyr, had the honour of 
being presented to their Majesties The King and Queen and Queen Mary. by the Commandant. 
 
The Battalion, once more in line, then gave three cheers for His Majesty, after which the King and 
Queen entered their car and drove slowly across the Parade Ground, receiving another Royal Salute as 
they departed. 
 
Three cheers were now given for Queen Mary, who also received a Royal Salute before her car left 
the Parade Ground. 
 
When the Royal Party had left, the Battalion marched off parade in column of fours, Field Marshal Sir 
Cyril Deverel, Chief of the Imperial General Staff taking the salute. 
 
After the parade 370 distinguished guests, Colonels of Regiments and other Regimental 
representatives were entertained at an official luncheon in the New Buildings, whilst some 520 
visitors had a buffet luncheon in the Gymnasium. 
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VI The King’s Message 
 
After Dedication Day, the Commandant received the following letter from the Private Secretary to His 
Majesty The King:- 
 
“The King and Queen wish me to tell you how much they appreciated the excellence of all your 
arrangements this morning. 
 
The Chapel is, in the opinion of their Majesties, a truly fitting memorial to the self-sacrifice of former 
Cadets, and the King and Queen are glad to have had the opportunity of taking part in the impressive 
Service of Dedication. 
 
His Majesty knows that smartness and efficiency are a tradition of the Cadets of The Royal Military 
College, and the King congratulates them on the convincing way in which they upheld this tradition 
on parade today” 
 

VII The Archbishop’s Letter 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, in a letter to the Chaplain General also testified, as he has already 
contributed, to the success of the day. He wrote:- 
 
“Let me thank you for your very kind letter. I greatly appreciated the privilege of being present at one 
of the most remarkable services which I have ever attended. I only wish my words had been more 
worthy of the occasion. I thought the whole function was a marvel of organization and the service 
impressive in its very simplicity. 
 
I felt it to be an honour to be associated with the Army on such a day.” 
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Appendix A: The Royal Party 
 

His Majesty King George VI 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 

Her Majesty Queen Mary 
The Princess Royal (This is in the incorrect order of precedence in the original; noted by the Commandant) 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester 
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Gloucester 

The Earl of Harewood 
The Earl of Athlone 

 
Pencilled note after ‘Add Equerry & Ladies in waiting?’ 
Commandant’s comment NO 
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Appendix B: Distinguished Guests 
 

THE ARMY COUNCIL 
The Right Hon. A. Duff Cooper DSO MP & Lady Diana Duff Cooper 

Captain the Lord Strathcona & Mount Royal & Lady Strathcona 
Field Marshal Sir Cyril J. Deverell GCB KBE & Lady Deverell 

General Sir Harry H.S. Knox KCB DSO & Lady Knox 
Lieut General Sir Reginald S. May KCB KBE CMG DSO & Lady May 
Lieut General Sir Hugh J. Elles KCB KCMG KCVO DSO & Lady Elles 

Sir Victor A.G.A. Warrender Bt MC & Lady Warrender 
Sir Herbert J. Creedy GCB KCVO & Lady Creedy 

 
 

FIELD MARSHALS 
Field Marshal Sir Claud W. Jacob GCB GCSI KCMG & Lady Jacob 

Field Marshal the Lord Milne GCB GCMG DSO DCL LLD & Lady Milne 
Field Marshal the Earl of Cavan KP GCB GCMG GCVO DCL LLD & The Countess of Cavan 
Field Marshal Sir Philip W. Chetwode Bt GCB OM GCSI KCMG DSO DCL & Lady Chetwode 

Field Marshal Sir Cyril J. Deverell GCB KBE & Lady Deverell 
 

FORMER COMMANDANTS RMC 
General Sir Reginald Stephens KCB CMG & Lady Stephens 

Lieut General Sir Reginald May KCB KBE CMG DSO & Lady May 
Major General Sir Lionel A. Stopford KCVO CB & Lady Stopford 

Major General Sir Eric S. Girdwood KBE CB CMG 
 

******* 
 

Marquis & Marchioness of Willingdon 
Countess Roberts DBE (one of the six children of Field Marshal Frederick Sleigh Roberts) 

Lord & Lady Wigram 
Lord & Lady Ashcombe 

General Sir Henry G. Chauvel GCMG KCB JP & Lady Chauvel 
General the Hon Sir J Francis Gathorne-Hardy GCB GCVO CMG DSO & Lady Isobel Gathorne-Hardy 

 
******* 

 
Major General the Viscount Gort VC CBE DSO MVO MC  Staff College 

Major M.R. Caldwell R.E. 
        RM Academy Woolwich 

Captain W.N. Gayer R.A. 
Air Vice-Marshal J.E.A. Baldwin DSO OBE   RAF College Cranwell 
Lieut Colonel C.A. Clowes DSO MC    RM College Australia 
Lieut Colonel S.F. Rowell     RM College Australia 
Général R Martin      Ecole Militaire St Cyr 
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Appendix C: 
A list of Colonels of Regiments and Regimental Representatives 

who attended the Dedication Service 
 

There are no details here only a note saying: 
 
‘As per list in RMC Magazine pp24-29’ 
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Appendix D: Dedication Day Officials 
 
There is only a pencilled list at this point, including (not all decipherable): 
 
Major Davidson 
Major Lipton 
Mrs Davidson 
Mr Viner 
 
 
Police: 
Cmdr The Hon H. Legge DSO C. Constable of Berks 
Supt Brady Berks Constabulary 
 
 
Concluding with ‘List from Adjutant’ 
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Appendix E: Nominal Roll of the Guard of Honour 
 
Commander: S.U.O. A.J.C Stanton 
 
J.U.O M.J. Evetts 
J.U.O. J. Scott  Deleted in original 
 
King’s Colour – J.U.O  J. Scott 
 
 
Concluding with ‘List from Adjutant’ 
 
 

5TH BN THE QUEEN’S ROYAL REGIMENT T.A. 
 
The following personnel of the 5th Bn The Queen’s Royal Regiment T.A. Lined the King’s Walk on 
2nd May 1937. 

 
Major J.H. Ritchie-Dickson MC 

Captain R.E. Clarke 
Lieutenant N.B. Riches 

Lieutenant J.W.M. Mansel 
Lieutenant P.N. Keymer 
Lieutenant G.F. Pescod 

C.S.M. W.G. Reeves DCM and 102 other ranks 
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Appendix F: Dedication Day Statistics 
 
1 Royal Military College 
 On parade:- Officers    64 
   Gentlemen Cadets   507 
   Staff-Sergeants    13 
        584 
2 At Dedication Service 

a) Inside Chapel 
I. Regtl Representatives; 

Subscribers; RMC Officers   942 
II. Gentlemen Cadets (less III below)  339 

III. Gentlemen Cadets – Ushers   44 
IV. RSM & Staff Sgts    9 
V. Choir, Press etc    40 

1,274 
b)  Relay Service 

I. Subscribers & Parents   2,143 
II. Gentlemen Cadets  

(Guard of Honour & Ushers)  123 
III. Staff Sergeants    4 
IV. RMC Band     24 
V. British Legion- Camberley   200 

VI. British Legion Camberley 
(Women’s Branch)    50 

VII. British Legion Sandhurst   100 
VIII. Cadet Corps; Boy Scouts; Press etc.  215 
       2,859 
 

3 Spectators at Parade 
a) Dais – Royal Party    10 

  b) In enclosures     3,224 
  c) British Legion Branches   350 
  d) Cadet Corps, Guides & Scouts  157 
  e) Territorial Army    109 
  f) Press      61 
        3,911 
 
In addition, it was estimated that some 15,000 visitors were present in the grounds. 
 
4 Luncheon 

a) Visitors at official Lunch   371 
b) Visitors at Buffet in Gymnasium  520 

891 
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5 Motor Cars 
 Tickets were issued for 1,297 cars 
 
6 Among the visitors there were:- 
 

a) 8 Members of The Army Council 
b) 5 Field Marshals 
c) 4 Former Commandants of the RMC 
d) 238 Regimental Representatives 

 
Commandant’s comments: 
  ? British Com 
  ? Indian Army 
 
7 a) The total cost of the Memorial Chapel up to Dedication Day was  £84,462 
 b) The amount of the Offertory on Dedication Day was (Commandant’s Comment –‘Padre?’) 
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Appendix G: The Royal Gifts to the Memorial Chapel 
 
 

THE KING’S BIBLE 
King George V, who graciously showed much interest in the growth of the Chapel, expressed a desire 
to present a gift, and chose the magnificent Bible, in which the following inscription is written by the 
King himself: 
 
“Presented to the Chapel of The Royal Military College, Sandhurst, by George R.I. St George’s Day 

April 23rd 1923” 
 

The Bible is in regular use, but during the week is kept in a case upon a carved oak table given in 
memory of the late Major General T.H. Shoubridge CB CMG DSO who died while Commandant of 
the College in 1923. 
 

QUEEN MARY’S MEMORIAL 
Her Majesty Queen Mary was very much interested in the Chapel when she visited it in May 1922. 
She graciously expressed a wish to present a memorial to the two Regiments of which she is Colonel-
in-Chief; The Royal Hussars (Queen Mary’s Own) and the 127th Queen Mary’s Own Baluch Light 
Infantry. The memorial consists of the marble spandrel beneath the gallery at the north-east end of the 
Chapel, facing into the Chancel. In the centre are Her Majesty’s Arms, and below the crests of her two 
regiments, with the inscription: 
 
“To the Glory of God and in proud memory of the sacrifices and services of her two Regiments in the 
Great War, Her Majesty Queen Mary, as their Colonel-in-Chief, dedicates this panel” 
 

HRH PRINCESS MARY’S PANEL 
At the same time, HRH The Princess Mary expressed a desire to erect a memorial to her Regiment, 
The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment). It is on the small marble pillar by the panel of the Regiment. 
Under the crest of the Regiment, which is cut in relief, is the inscription: 
 
Her Royal Highness The Princess Mary dedicates this panel to the Glory of God in proud memory of 

the great services of her Regiment in the war 1914-1918” 
 

The whole is surrounded by an inlaid band of green marble. 
 
LADY PATRICIA RAMSAY’S GIFT 
On the corresponding pillar on the north side, the Princess Patricia has erected a similar memorial to 
her Regiment (Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry) bearing the inscription: 
 

“To the Glory of God and in remembrance of the great and gallant services of her Regiment in the 
War, Lady Patricia Ramsay, Colonel-in-Chief of Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, 

dedicates this panel. 1914-18” 
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Addendum 
Accompanying Photographs 

 
There were a number of photographs included with the handwritten text, pasted in throughout the text. 
These photographs are now collected together in this section, rather than distributed through the 
preceding text. 
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Figure 3 Distinguished guests at the West Entrance 
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Figure 4 Their Majesties leaving the Chapel 
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Figure 5 The Royal Party leaving the Chapel 



Page 30 of 34 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 6 His Majesty inspecting the Guard of Honour 
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Figure 7 The March Past 
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Figure 8 March past of Ecole Militaire St Cyr 
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Figure 9 His Majesty & The Commandant at the Saluting Base 
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